
Turn to page 2 ...

   all rights reserved ©2020

EAT & SHOP LOCALEAT & SHOP LOCAL            TidbitsofSouthernColorado.com TidbitsofSouthernColorado.com             Call Pat/Mickie 303.437.2063Call Pat/Mickie 303.437.2063          Vol. I   Issue No. 13Vol. I   Issue No. 13

“The Neatest Little Paper Ever Read”“The Neatest Little Paper Ever Read” ®®

TIDBITS® PLAYS A QUICK 
GAME OF CHESS

by Kathy Wolfe

National Chess Day is coming up 
on October 13 and Tidbits invites 
you to “check”  out these facts 
we’ve discovered on this chal-
lenging game, a game played by 
about 600 million people world-
wide. 

• Most historians concur that the 
game of chess has its origins in 
India in the 6th century. The In-
dian strategy game of chaturan-
ga is believed to be the ancestor 
of chess. Chaturanga featured 
game pieces of King, General, 
Chariot, Elephant, Horse, and 
foot-soldier. The game had mi-
grated to southern Europe by 
the 9th century. Chess became 
extremely popular in Spain by 
the 15th century, but the pieces 
were somewhat changed, with 
our modern-day pieces reflect-
ing those changes. The General 
became the Queen, the Chariot 
changed to the Rook, and the El-
ephant was modified to the Bish-
op. The Ashva, or horse, became 
the Knight of today, and the 
foot-soldiers changed to pawns. 

• The modern chess board was 
developed in Europe in 1090. 
There are 64 squares, with the 
rows on the board called ranks 
and the columns referred to as 
files. 
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CHESS (cont):
• The folding chess board came 
about in an unusual way. In 1125, 
a priest who enjoyed playing 
the game was forbidden by the 
Church to play. He secretly devel-
oped a board that looked like two 
books lying together so it could 
be camouflaged on his bookshelf. 

• The object of chess is to “check-
mate” the King, meaning that 
when the King is in “check” by a 
piece, he cannot block it, move 
to another square, or capture 
that piece. The word “checkmate” 
has its origins in the Persian lan-
guage, with “shah mat” translat-
ing “the King is helpless.”

• Each player starts the game 
with 16 pieces – one King, one 
Queen, two rooks, two knights, 
two bishops, and eight pawns. 
The King can move one square 
in any direction, the rook moves 
any number of squares along a 
rank or file, while the bishop can 
move any number of squares 
diagonally. The knight moves in 
an “L” shape, and is the only piece 
that can jump over other pieces. 
Pawns, the least powerful of the 
pieces, can move forward to the 
unoccupied square directly in 
front of it, or on its first move, 
it can move two squares ahead. 
The two-square move was intro-
duced in Spain in 1280. The pawn 
captures an opponent’s piece on 
a square diagonally in front of it 
on an adjacent tile. 

• In the early days of chess, the 
Queen was the King’s adviser, 
general, vizier, or minister. The 
piece could move just one square 
at a time, and only diagonally. 
This was later increased to two 
diagonal squares at a time. In 
1489, during Spain’s ten-year 
war with the Muslim Kingdom 
of Granada, Queen Isabella jour-
neyed to the camp of the Catho-
lic Crusaders, inspiring them in 
their battle, and spurring them on 
to victory. Afterwards, the chess 
piece formerly referred to as the 
general became the Queen, both 
in honor of Isabella and because 
its place was next to the King. 

• In modern chess, the Queen is 
the most powerful piece on the 
board, able to move forwards, 
backwards, sideways, and diago-
nally, as far as it wants to in each 
of these directions.

• Chess pieces don’t look like ac-
tual soldiers, bishops, or kings be-
cause the game passed through 
the Islamic world before reaching 
Europe. Since Islam forbade mak-
ing statues of animals or people, 
the pieces took on an inanimate 
appearance. 

• Moving is required, and it’s ille-
gal to skip a turn, even when the 
move worsens a player’s position. 
When a player finds himself or 
herself in that position when the 
move is detrimental, the player is 
said to be “in zugzwang.” Zugz-
wang is German for “compulsion 
to move,” which can often cost 
the player the game.  Chess play-
ers think of it as, “It is your turn to 
move, and all of your moves are 
bad.” 

• The first international chess 
tournament took place in London 
in 1851 as part of that city’s Great 
Exhibition world’s fair. English 
chess master Howard Staunton 
organized the event, and 16 of 
the world’s best chess players 
gathered for the tournament. The 
champion was Adolf Anderssen, a 
German chess master and profes-
sor of mathematics. 

• Expert chess players are ranked 
by the Elo rating system, which 
calculates their skill levels and the 
outcome of games played. The 
rank of Grandmaster is the high

Turn to page 3...
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1. What U.S. Olympic gymnast, born 
in Moscow in 1989, won the wom-
en's all-around go      ld medal at 
the 2008 Beijing Summer Games?

2. The annual award given to Major 
League Baseball's best left-handed 
pitcher is named in honor of what 
legendary southpaw?

3. What Heisman Trophy winner 
had his No. 27 retired by both the 
Tennessee Titans and the Ohio 
State Buckeyes?

4. What country won the gold med-
al in the inaugural Olympic wom-
en's ice hockey tournament at the 
1998 Nagano Winter Games?

5. Name the three drivers who 
share the record for NASCAR Cup 
Series season titles with seven 
apiece.

6. What stadium was ransacked by 
souvenir hunters during the Phila-
delphia Phillies' final home game 
there in 1970? 

7. With what Major League Baseball 
team did Bo Jackson finish his play-
ing career in 1994?

CHESS (cont):
est title a chess player can attain, 
with a minimum rating of 2500. 
An International Master must 
have a rating of 2400, an FIDE 
Master achieves 2300, and a Can-
didate Master must have a rating 
of at least 2200. The process is 
regulated by FIDE, the Federa-
tion Internationale des Echecs, or 
International Chess Federation. 

• Chess is now recognized by the 
International Olympic Commit-
tee as an official sport, making its 
players subject to drug testing. 
During tournament play, a player 
can be declared the loser im-
mediately if his or her cell phone 
rings during the game. 

• How about the world’s most 
expensive chess set? The Jewel 

Royale chess set is valued at 
$9.8 million, with the King alone 
weighing 5.83 oz. (165.2 g) of 
18-carat gold, encrusted with 73 
rubies and 146 diamonds. Other 
pieces are adorned with black 
pearls, emeralds, rubies, sap-
phires, diamonds, and platinum. 
The Art of War chess set is a dis-
tant second at $750,000, with 
solid gold pieces decorated with 
rubies, emeralds, sapphires, and 
diamonds that rest on an ebony 
board studded with gems. 

• Considered by many to be the 
greatest chess player of all time, 
Russian grandmaster Garry Kasp-
arov was ranked as the World’s 
No. 1 for 225 out of 228 months. 
Born in the Soviet Union in 1963, 
at age 10 he began training at a 
noted chess school, and was the 
Soviet junior champion at age 13. 
At age 22, Kasparov became the 
youngest World Chess Champion 
of all time. He retired from com-
petitive chess in 2005 at age 42 
and became an author, political 
activist, and chess coach. 

• Psychologists tout chess as ef-
fective in treating many disor-
ders. It’s recommended to com-
bat Alzheimer’s Disease because 
of its memory-improving prop-
erties, as well as stimulating the 
mind to solve complex problems. 
Chess has been shown to have 
a positive effect on those with 
ADD/ADHD, autism, Asperger’s, 
and schizophrenia. 

• The oldest chess artifacts un-
earthed by archaeologists were 
found in Uzbekistan. The ivory 
pieces date back to at least 760 
A.D. THE END.

Where to Pick Up Tidbits
AUTOMOTIVE:
Big O - Trinidad
Phil Long Toyota - Trinidad
Cooke Motors - Trinidad
Phil Long Ford - Raton

COFFEE, FOOD & TREATS:
Trinidad Creamery - Trinidad
Perkatory Coffee Shop - Trinidad
111 Park Espresso Bar - Raton

ENTERTAINMENT & RECREATION:
Trinidad Golf Course - Trinidad
Skateland - Trinidad

HEALTH & FITNESS:
Salud - Trinidad
Stay Fit Family Center - Trinidad
Hometown Pharmacy - Trinidad

HOTELS & LODGING:
Roadway Inn - Trinidad
Quality Inn - Trinidad
La Quinta - Trinidad
Holiday Inn - Trinidad
Days Inn - Trinidad
Super 8 - Trinidad
Tower 64 - Trinidad
Garlutzo's Pizzaria - Stonewall
Shopping Bag & RV Park - Stonewall
Picketwire Lodge & Store - Stonewall

ORGANIZATIONS:
Trinidad Visitor Center
A.R. Mitchell Museum - Trinidad

DINING, BARS & LIQUOR STORES:
Mooses - Trinidad
Las Animas Grill - Trinidad
Marios Taco's - Trinidad
Tequilas - Trinidad
Habanero'ss Mexican Grill - Trinidad
Family Seed - Trinidad
Walters (Purple Toad)  - Trinidad
Trinidad Smokehouse BBQ - Trinidad
Bob & Earl Cafe - Trinidad
Hops & Vines Liquors - Trinidad
Big Daddy's - Trinidad
Redneck Smoke - Trinidad
Los Chanquis Mex & Seafood - Raton

SERVICES:
Linda's Laundromat - Trinidad
Prospect Plaza Laundromat - Trinidad
Peak Laundromat - Trinidad

STORES & SHOPS:
BLDRS Supply - Trinidad
Grand Rental Station - Trinidad
Big R Store - Trinidad
Ringos | Segundo
Marketplace Gallery - Trinidad
Bonnee's Styling Salon - Raton
Good Times Barbershop - Raton

GET LISTED
call Pat @ 303.437.2063
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LOCATION 

Classes offered at 
Trinidad State - Trinidad Campus 

600 Prospect Street 
Trinidad, CO 81082 

Latuda Hall 
located on Pine Street next to 
Massari Performing Arts. 

Ask about our FREE COG bus pass 
to and from our classes at 
Latuda Hall. 

CLASS HOURS 

Mornings: 
Monday-Thursday 8:30am-12:30pm 
Evenings: 
Monday-Thursday 6:00pm-8:30pm 
Afternoon classes for parents: 
Tuesday & Thursday 1 :00pm-3:00pm 
(Free child care provided) 

LEARN MORE! 

STOP BY ANYTIME 
FOR MORE INFORMATION 
OR CALL (719) 846-5640 

OR SURF ON BY AT 
TRINIDADSTATE.EDUIADULT-EDUCATION 

ON-SITE WI-Fl AVAILABLE! 

� (QJ IL (QJ 00 IA illJ (QJ 
TRINIDADSTATE.EDU I 1.800.621.TSJC 

GED &ADULT BASIC EDUCATION CLASSES -TRINIDAD CAMPUS 
FALL SEMESTER SEPTEMBER 8  THROUGH DECEMBER 10, 2020

PLAN AHEAD---> PLAN AHEAD SPRING REGISTRATION JANUARY 11, 2021

TRINIDAD STATE ADULT EDUCATION SERVICES  OFFERS INSTRUCTION IN BASIC 
LITERACY,  GED PREPARATION AND ENGLISH AS A SECOND LANGUAGE. 
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By Lucie Winborne

* In early 2016, a 155-year-old 
mousetrap caught a mouse in a Brit-
ish museum. The trap was part of 
the exposition and hadn't even been 
considered operational for a long 
time. 
 
* Bill Nye the Science Guy holds a 
patent for ballet pointe shoes. 
 
* Some odd things have been sold 
online, but an entire country? Yep, 
a fellow from Brisbane, Australia, 
tried to sell New Zealand on eBay in 
2006! The site closed the auction at 
a top bid of $3,000. 
 
* A mental phenomenon called the 
Troxler effect, discovered in 1804, 
causes people to see monsters in 
mirrors -- whether they say "bloody 
Mary" three times or not. 
 
* In order to prevent Boggle play-
ers from using a certain swear word, 
the letters F and K appear only once 
on the same cube, making it impos-
sible for them to both be played at 
the same time. 
 
* In 1987, Steve Rothstein paid 
$250,000 for a lifetime unlimited 
first-class American Airlines ticket, 
even hopping on planes to get a 
sandwich or go to a baseball game 
in other cities. It cost American Air-
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lines around $21 million, and they 
unsurprisingly ended his contract in 
2008.  
 
* A full 12% of sighted people dream 
exclusively in black and white. 
 
* Levi's once made an all-denim tux-
edo for singer Bing Crosby after he 
was refused admittance to a hotel 
simply for wearing jeans. 
 
* Japan has the highest density of 
vending machines worldwide, with 
approximately 5 million machines, 
or one for every 23 people. You can 
buy everything from live lobsters 
and bread in a can to underwear 
and Buddhist amulets from a vend-
ing machine. 
 
* Anakin Skywalker/Darth Vader 
meets six of the nine diagnostic 
criteria for Borderline Personality 
Disorder. Five are sufficient for a 
diagnosis. 
 
(c) 2020 King Features Synd., Inc.

* On Oct. 11, 1793, the death toll from 
a yellow fever epidemic in Philadel-
phia hits 100. By the time it ended, 
5,000 people were dead. A vaccine 
now prevents yellow fever in much 
of the world, though 20,000 people 
still die from it every year. 
 
* On Oct. 5, 1892, the Dalton Gang 
attempts the simultaneous daylight 
robbery of two Coffeyville, Kan-
sas, banks, but are surrounded by 
townspeople, who kill every gang 
member except for Emmett Dalton. 
Emmett was convicted and sen-
tenced to life in prison. Paroled after 
14 years, he ended up as a screen-
writer in Hollywood. 
 
* On Oct. 8, 1918, U.S. Army Cpl. Al-
vin C. York reportedly kills over 20 
German soldiers and captures an 
additional 132 in France. The exploits 
earned York the Congressional Med-
al of Honor. 
 
* On Oct. 6, 1926, Yankee slugger 
Babe Ruth hits a record three home 
runs against the St. Louis Cardinals 

in the fourth game of the World 
Series. In 1928, in the fourth game of 
another Yanks-Cards World Series, 
he knocked three more pitches out 
of the same park. 
 
* On Oct. 9, 1942, Chicago bootleg-
ger Roger "The Terrible" Touhy es-
capes from prison by climbing the 
guard's tower. Touhy, who had been 
framed for kidnapping, was serving 
a 99-year sentence. He was recap-
tured months later. 
 
* On Oct. 7, 1975, a New York State 
Supreme Court judge reverses a de-
portation order for John Lennon, al-
lowing him to remain legally in New 
York City. The order against Lennon 
and his wife, Yoko Ono, were based 
on a 1968 marijuana conviction in 
England. 
 
* On Oct. 10, 1985, the hijacking of 
the Italian cruise ship Achille Lauro 
ends when U.S. Navy F-14 fighters 
intercept an Egyptian airliner at-
tempting to fly the Palestinian hi-
jackers to freedom. On Oct. 7, heav-
ily armed terrorists had hijacked the 
ship and 400 crewmembers and 
passengers.

A. R. Mitchell 
Museum of Western Art

www.armitchellmuseum.com
150 E Main St. | Trinidad, CO | 719-846-4224

armitchellmuseum@gmail.com
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Tidbits of Southern Colorado

Published & Distributed weekly by
Be The Gorilla, LLC

715 Nevada Ave
Trinidad, Colorado 81082

303.437.2063
grow@tidbitsofsoutherncolorado.com

All rights reserved.

24035  Co. Rd. 18.2
Trinidad, Colorado 81082

Office: 719-846-8411/Mobile: 719-859-3707
email:  kendall-bamm@hotmail.com

Anchoring & Trucking

Mark Kendall
         Owner

Anchor Setting &
Testing

Hole Drilling
Truck & Trailer

Hauling
Hot Shot Services

Roustabout
Back Hoe Services

News content in the Tidbits Paper is provided by both Tidbits Media, Inc. 
and other news sources considered to be reliable, but the accuracy of all 
information published cannot be guaranteed.

Tidbits of Southern Colorado does not accept political advertising or news 
matter of any nature submitted for publication. Publisher reserves the right 
to refuse advertising from any business, individual or group for any reason 
deemed inappropriate or not in the Publisher’s best interest.
Published news matter and advertising content does not necessarily re-
flect the views of the Publisher or of AdVenture Media, Inc.

Tidbits of Southern Colorado is not an adjudicated publication and there-
fore cannot accept official legal notices for publication. All copy, photos 
and graphic illustrations submitted for advertising publication are subject 
to publisher’s prior approval. We do not offer mail subscription service. So 
there.

Medication 
Assisted 
Recovery Center

Addiction Help!
Suboxone • Vivitrol 

 

719.631.3370719.631.3370
910 E. Main St.910 E. Main St.

Call us today!

Community
Resource Page
Coming Soon.

Contact us to be listed.
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Tidbits Kids Page Provided this week by the Trinidad   

Kids We Want You To Smile and Have FUN!
If You Can Fit It In... Study and Listen to Your Parents and Grandparents.


