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TIDBITS®
MUSICIANS’ NAMES

by Kathy Wolfe

Can you identify these famous record-
ing artists by their birth names? 

• Alecia Beth Moore started out as a 
member of a girl band named Choice, 
and began performing in Philadelphia 
clubs at 14. She released her first 
solo single, “There You Go,” at age 21 
and since then has sold well over 100 
million records worldwide, one of the 
world’s best-selling artists. She took 
her stage name, Pink, from the char-
acter Mr. Pink in Quentin Tarantino’s 
1992 film “Reservoir Dogs.”

• According to his high school year-
book, Vincent Damon Furnier’s ambi-
tion was to become “a million record 
seller.”  His first performance was in 
the high school talent show with four 
of his fellow cross-country runners. 
They called themselves The Earwigs, 
and after graduation, began playing 
gigs in the L.A. area. They changed 
their name to Nazz, followed by The 
Spiders.  Another name change pro-
duced the band Alice Cooper, and 
when the group disbanded in the mid-
1970s, it became Vincent Furnier’s 
stage name.  When Furnier was 24, 
the group released “School’s Out,” 
the band’s signature song and instant 
Billboard chart hit.  

• Paul David Hewson teamed up with 
three schoolmates to form the band 
U2 in 1976. The young men responded 
to an ad they found posted on their 
school’s bulletin board, looking for 
musicians interested in forming a rock 
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MUSICIANS' CHANGES (cont):

band. They came together under the 
name “Feedback,” changing it shortly 
afterward to “The Hype.” One of the 
members left to join another band, 
and the remaining members officially 
became U2. One of Hewson’s friends 
nicknamed him “Bono Vox,” which 
translated from the Latin for “good 
voice.” Since the late 1970s, Hewson 
has simply been known as Bono. The 
group has won 22 Grammy Awards. 
Bono is rarely seen in public without 
sunglasses. While you might think it’s 
a “cool factor,” the real reason is that 
he has suffered from glaucoma for 25 
years, and his eyes are extremely sen-
sitive to light. 

• Peter Gene Hernandez wanted “to 
avoid being stereotyped” into per-
forming strictly Latino music, so he 
changed his name to Bruno Mars. 
“Bruno” was the nickname given to 
him by his father when Peter was two 
years old.  The elder Hernandez was a 
fan of American heavyweight wrestler 
Bruno Sammartino. In selecting his 
last name, Bruno said, “I was going 
to go by ‘Bruno,’ one name. Mars just 
kind of came joking around because 
that sounds bigger than life. That was 
it, simple as that.” 

• Steven Victor Tallarico changed his 
name because it felt it was a difficult 
name for fans to remember and spell. 
He met guitarist Joe Perry while work-
ing at a New Hampshire ice cream 
parlor in 1970. The pair teamed up with 
three others to form Aerosmith that 
year, relocated to Boston, and Steven 
Tyler was born. The group played gigs 
in Massachusetts and New York for 
two years before landing a record con-
tract in 1972. 

• Ohio native John Rogers Stephens 
began performing with the church 
choir at age 4, and started the piano 
at 7. Due to his academic aptitude, 
he skipped two grades and gradu-
ated high school at 16, then enrolled 
at the University of Pennsylvania, 
where he began playing side gigs. 
When Stephens’ poet friend J. Ivy 
heard him sing, Ivy told him his music 
reminded him of “old school” music. 
“You sound like one of the legends,” 
Ivy said, telling Stephens that’s what 
he was going to call him from then 
on. Before long, Stephens was known 
under the name of John Legend. Leg-
end is one of only 16 entertainers who 
have won all four of the entertainment 
awards – Emmy, Grammy, Oscar, and 

Tony, including 12 Grammies. 

• Gordon Matthew Sumner Got his 
nickname from his favorite sweater. 
It was a black-and-yellow striped 
sweater that made him look like a 
bee, hence, the name “Sting.” Prior 
to making it in the music industry, 
Sumner taught English and music 
and coached soccer at Cramlington, 
England’s St. Paul’s School. He played 
jazz gigs during school breaks. In 
1977, at age 26, Sting formed a new 
group “The Police.” He went solo 
in 1983. Sting has won 17 Grammy 
Awards. 

• Liverpool-born Declan Patrick McMa-
nus borrowed his first name from Elvis 
Presley to use on the stage. He tacked 
his great-grandmother’s maiden name 
(which was also his bandleader fa-
ther’s stage name) Costello to form 
Elvis Costello. He was working as a 
computer operator when he scored his 
first record deal in 1977. 

• Joan Marie Larkin was a member of 
one of the first successful teenage 
girl hard rock bands, The Runaways, 
achieving success in the 1970s. We 
know her better as Joan Jett, a name 
she adopted because it had a “rock-
star sound.” Her hit “I Love Rock ‘n 
Roll” was Number One on the Bill-
board charts for seven weeks in 1982.

• Marvin Lee Aday was one of the 
best-selling music artists of all time, 
with worldwide sales well of over 80 
million records. His 1977 album, “Bat 
out of Hell” alone had sales of 50 mil-
lion. Better known as Meat Loaf, Aday, 
weighing upwards of 300 lbs. (136 kg), 
received his nickname from his foot-
ball coach. He started his first band, 
Meat Loaf Soul, in 1968, with their first 
gig opening for Van Morrison, and was 
immediately offered three record con-
tracts. Aday appeared in several film 
roles, including “The Rocky Horror 
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1. What piece of sports equipment 
served as the ball in the first-ever 
game of softball played in Chicago 
in 1887?

2. Name the Scottish golfer who 
won the Open Championship in 
1985 and the Masters Tournament 
in 1988.

3. During the 1970s, the unofficial, 
unsanctioned cross-country auto 
race known as the Cannonball Run 
had its finish line at what location? 

4. What bowling show aired on NBC 
TV from 1959-61 and had Leo Du-
rocher, Mel Allen and Bud Palmer 
among its hosts?

5. Name the Australian tennis great 
who won 24 Grand Slam singles 
titles -- including seven straight at 
the Australian Open -- during her 
pro career from 1959-77?

6. Who succeeded Buddy Ryan 
as head coach of the Philadelphia 
Eagles in 1991?

7. Basketball Hall of Famer Nate 
Archibald has his No. 1 jersey retired 
by what NBA franchise?

MUSICIANS' CHANGES (cont):

Picture Show” and “Fight Club.” Aday 
himself was at times a vegetarian, but 
his name seemed to confuse others. In 
his words, “There’ve been vegetarians 
who wouldn’t speak to me because of 
my name.” Meatloaf passed away in 
January, 2022. 

• Chaim Witz was born in an Israeli 
hospital in 1949 to Hungarian Jewish 
immigrants. His mother had survived 
a Nazi concentration camp. At age 8, 
he and his mother immigrated to the 
United States, where his name was 
changed to Gene Klein, taking on his 
mother’s maiden name. Before be-
coming a musician, he was an editor’s 
assistant at “Vogue” magazine, as 
well as a sixth-grade teacher on New 
York’s Upper West Side. He started a 
band, Lynx, as a teenager, which be-
came The Missing Links, followed by 
other bands, including the Long Island 
Sounds, Bullfrog Bheer, and Wicked 
Lester. When one of Klein’s band-
mates mentioned that he had been in 
a band called Lips, the group decided 
on the name Kiss for their group that 
released its first album in 1974. By 
then, Gene Klein was Gene Simmons. 
Simmons can speak Hungarian, Ger-
man, English, Hebrew, and a little 
Japanese.

THE END.
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* Agree with those diehard fans of 
Pluto who still insist it's a planet? 
So does New Mexico. Its legislature 
resolved that Pluto is still legally a 
planet ... at least whenever it passes 
over the state. 
 
* During a time of political turmoil, 
Michelangelo hid in a secret room 
under Florence's Medici Chapel for 
three months, passing the time by 
sketching on the walls. His secret 
wasn't discovered until some five 
centuries later, when the museum 
director stumbled upon the room in 
1976. 
 
* Honorary members of the Harlem 
Globetrotters include Pope John 
Paul II and Pope Francis. 
 
* The Rhizanthella gardneri orchid, 
which grows entirely underground, 
was discovered by an Australian 
farmer in 1928 and generated such 
excitement that a wax model of it 
toured the British Isles. 
 
* A hen will eat her own raw eggs if 
not satisfied with her diet. 
 
* The Mexican language Ayapaneco, 
or, more properly, Nuumte Oote 
("the true voice"), is dying out, and 
small wonder: Its only fluent speak-
ers number a grand total of two, 
and they refuse to talk to each oth-
er! 
 
* A paired kidney exchange allows 
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STRANGE BUT TRUE (cont):

people to donate their kidney that 
wasn't a match for an intended 
recipient to a stranger in exchange 
for a kidney that is a match for their 
loved one. 
 
* Sand is the most extracted mate-
rial in the world. 
 
* Actor Joe Pesci was a singer and 
guitar player in his early 20s and 
once played in the same band 
(called Joey Dee and the Starliters) 
as Jimi Hendrix.

1. LITERATURE: Who wrote the poem 
"Nothing Gold Can Stay"?

2. TELEVISION: Eric Taylor was the dad 
in which 2000s TV drama?

3. MATH: What is the Arabic number 
equivalent of the Roman numerals 
MDCCLXXVI?

4. GEOGRAPHY: Where is the Tyrrhe-
nian Sea located?

5. FOOD & DRINK: What is the pri-
mary ingredient in the canned product 
SPAM?

6. ADVERTISING SLOGANS: What prod-
uct did football player Joe Greene 
promote in the "Meet Joe Greene" TV 
commercial? 

7. ANIMAL KINGDOM: How fast do 
honeybees fly?

8. MOVIES: Who was the famous per-
son portrayed in the movie "Lust for 
Life"?

9. HISTORY: When was Elizabeth II 
crowned queen?

10. EXPLORERS: Which early European 
explorer named the Pacific Ocean?

Trivia Answers:

1. Robert Frost
2. "Friday Night Lights"
3. 1776
4. Between the west coast of Italy and 
the islands of Sicily, Sardinia and Cor-
sica
5. Pork
6. Coca-Cola
7. 20 mph
8. Vincent van Gogh (by actor Kirk 
Douglas)
9. 1953
10. Ferdinand Magellan

* On March 28, 1814, the funeral of Guil-
lotin, the inventor and namesake of the 
infamous execution device, takes place 
outside of Paris. Guillotin had built the 
guillotine to show the intellectual and 
social progress of the Revolution; by 
killing aristocrats and journeymen in 
the same way, equality in death was 
ensured.

* On March 29, 1927, Major Henry O'Neil 
de Hane Segrave becomes the first 
man to break the 200 mph barrier. 
Driving a 1,000 horsepower Mystery 
Sunbeam, Segrave averaged 203.79 
mph on the course at Daytona Beach, 
Florida.

* On March 30, 1820, Anna Sewell, au-
thor of "Black Beauty," is born. "Black 
Beauty," the first significant children's 
story in the English language to focus 
on animal characters, established the 
precedent for countless other works. 
The story, narrated by the horse, 
showed Black Beauty's progression 
through a series of increasingly cruel 
owners.
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Where to Pick Up Tidbits
LAS ANIMAS COUNTY, CO:
- Blazes Mexi Grill
- BLDRS Supply & Home Center
- Bob and Earl's
- Days Inn/Sunset Bar & Grille
- Drop City Coffee Shop
- Exit 11 Truck Stop
- Fishers Peak Outfitters
- Habanero's Mexican Grill
- Hops & Vines Liquors
- La Quinta Hotel
- Marketplace Food Court
- Moose's Social Club & Martini Bar
- Mutiny Info Cafe
- Perkatory Coffee Shop
- Rally Point Rentals
- Ringo's (Aguilar)
- Safeway
- Sita's Kitchen
- Tees Me Treat Me
- Tequila's Mexican Restaurant
- Tony's Dinner
- Trinidad Gift Shop
- Trinidad Smokehouse BBQ
- Trinidad Trends
- Trinidad Visitor Center

HUERFANO COUNTY, CO:
- Safeway
- First Choice Market

COLFAX COUNTY, NM:
- Super Save
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