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TIDBITS®
YES, SIZE MATTERS

by Janet Spencer

Come along with Tidbits as we are 
amazed by the sizes of things!

NATURE’S SUPERLATIVES: 

• The tallest redwood tree ever found 
was 379 feet tall, which is 74 feet taller 
than the Statue of Liberty. A man 
standing next to a redwood is propor-
tionately equal to an ant standing next 
to a fishing pole 13 feet long. Redwood 
needles are only 1/4 inch to 1 inch 
long. It takes 6,000 seeds to weigh one 
ounce, and the cones are only an inch 
long. 

• The General Grant sequoia, a fa-
mous tree in California, contains 
enough wood to build a village of 50 
six-room houses. It’s estimated to 
be 1,700 years old. Sequoias can live 
3,000 years or more, and are among 
the oldest of living things. A sequoia’s 
roots cover 3 or 4 acres. They don’t 
start to bear seeds until age 70, and 
don’t reach the peak of seed-bearing 
until age 300. Their seeds are only the 
size of a pinhead. The odds of each 
seed surviving are about a billion to 
one. Their bark is up to 2 feet thick, 
protecting them from insects, dis-
eases, and fire. It’s nearly as fireproof 
as asbestos. The only things that can 
kill mature sequoias are a change in 
climate, earthquakes, erosion, and 
man. In ancient times, sequoias used 
to live all over the world. Nearly 20% 
of sequoias were killed during the fire 
season of 2021.

•There is a fungus growing three feet 

SEE BACK PAGE

TAKE ME HOME

See Backpage Map

See Backpage Map

See Backpage Map

OVER 10,000 Monthly Readers.

See Backpage Map

SHARE WITH A FRIEND



Page 2                             Tidbits of Trinidad & Las Animas County, CO                           To Advertise Call 303.437.2063

underground in Washington state 
which is one of the largest living 
things on the planet. It covers 1,500 
acres, and it grows by inches, devour-
ing dead organic material in its path.

• A large thundercloud may hold 
150,000 tons of water, enough to fill a 
pond a mile long, 300 feet wide, and 5 
feet deep.

• The mountain on the Canary Islands 
casts a shadow 200 miles long, said to 
be the longest shadow on earth.

• When calculating the height of Mt. 
Everest, researchers concluded the 
mountain was exactly 29,000 feet tall. 
However, they figured such a conve-
niently round numeral would seem as 
if it had been rounded off, so they an-
nounced that the mountain was 29,020 
feet high.

• The highest mountain in the U.S. east 
of the Rockies is Mt. Mitchell in North 
Carolina, which is 6,688 feet tall.

ANIMAL FACTS:

• Colin and Donna Craig-Brown were 
weeding their garden near Hamilton, 
New Zealand, when they dug up what 
turned out to be the world’s largest 
potato, weighing in at 17.4 lbs. They 
named the spud “Doug” because they 
dug it up.

• One of the best types of caviar 
comes from the beluga sturgeon, a 
fish which can live up to 3 centuries, 
grow up to 24 feet long, and weigh 
over a ton.

• Elephant ears can be five feet wide, 
which aids their hearing. They can 
hear sounds up to two miles away and 
can smell a human more than a mile 
away. 

• The feet of an elephant have a com-
bined surface area of 3.5 sq. ft., so 
their weight is evenly distributed and 
they hardly leave any tracks. A stiletto 
heel has a greater pressure per square 
inch than an elephant's foot. 

• Bald eagles mate for life. They con-
struct the largest bird nests in the 
world. The largest recorded bald 
eagle nest, located in St. Petersburg, 
Florida, was 9.5 feet in diameter, 20 
feet deep and weighed almost 6,000 
pounds. By contrast, most humming-
bird nests are less than an inch wide.

• The elf owl of southwestern U.S. and 

Mexico is the smallest owl at only 6" 
tall. The great gray owl of Alaska and 
Canada is the biggest, with a wing-
span up to 5 feet wide. 

• Fossil shark teeth found near Chesa-
peake Bay were 5 inches long. The 
prehistoric shark they came from must 
have been large enough so that a man 
could have easily stood upright be-
tween its jaws. The largest shark ever 
caught in contemporary times had 
teeth 3 inches long and was 30 feet 
long.

• The largest member of the cat fam-
ily is the Siberian tiger, which is about 
10 feet long (nose to tip of tail) and 
weighs about 600 lbs.

• A captive black-maned lion named 
Simba weighed 826 lbs.

• One kind of jellyfish found in the Arc-
tic is 8 feet across and has tentacles 
200 feet long.

• The giant clam can be 4 feet wide 
and weigh 500 lbs., but there has nev-
er been a documented case of a man 
stepping into one and being trapped 
underwater when the clam closed on 
his foot. 

• The largest bat is called the flying 
fox. Its wingspan is over 5 feet and its 
body is the size of a pigeon's. It's a 
vegetarian and eats only fruit, flowers, 
nectar, and buds. Since it depends on 
sight to find food rather than sonar, it 
has better sight than most bats. The 
dreaded vampire bat weighs only l 
oz. with a wingspan of 12", and eats 
a tablespoon of blood a day, usually 
from cattle. 

HUMAN HEIGHTS:

• The Tutse tribe from Rwanda and 
Burundi in central Africa are the tallest 
people in the world. The men average 
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1. What American military leader 
reportedly declined an offer to be 
Commissioner of Baseball in 1961?

2. Basketball Hall of Famer Kareem 
Abdul-Jabbar's signature one-
handed post move shot was known 
by what nickname?

3. On Nov. 17, 1990, Houston Cou-
gars quarterback David Klingler set 
an NCAA record for touchdown 
passes in a single game with how 
many?

4. Name the racehorse who won 
both the Kentucky Derby and 
Preakness Stakes in 1987, but had 
his Triple Crown attempt spoiled at 
the Belmont Stakes.

5. What university in Queens, N.Y., 
has the nickname "Red Storm" for 
its athletic teams?

6. Name the brand of beer that had 
naming rights to the Milwaukee 
Brewers' home ballpark from 2001-
20?

7. What NASCAR driver won the 
Daytona 500 four times and won 
three consecutive Cup Series 
championships from 1976-78?

six feet. On the other hand, the Mbuti 
Pygmies of the Congo are the small-
est, with men averaging only four feet 
six inches.
 
• Chandra Bahadur Dangi of Nepal 
stood only 1 foot, 9 inches. He toured 
with the circus and died at the age of 
75 in 2015.

• Pauline Musters was a Dutch girl 
who weighed only 9 lbs. and was 23 
inches tall when she died at the age 
of 19 in 1876, making her the smallest 
woman in history.

• Robert Wadlow of Illinois was born 
in 1918 weighing 8 1/2 lbs. He grew 
normally until the age of two. But by 
the time he reached the age of 14, he 
had shot up to 7 feet 5 inches. He died 
at the age of 22 from blood poison-
ing from an infection caused by an 
ill-fitting ankle brace. He was 8 feet 11 
inches tall at the time.

• Jon Brower Minnoch, who holds the 
record for the heaviest human in his-
tory, was 6 foot 1 inch and weighed 
about 1,400 lbs. when he married a 
110-lb. woman named Jeanette in 1978 
setting a record for the greatest dif-
ference in weight between a married 
couple. He fathered her two children. 
He then set a world record for greatest 
weight loss ever recorded, dropping to 
476 lb. He died at the age of  41 weigh-
ing 798 lbs. 
 
• Sun Mingming of China and his wife 
Xu Yan are the world's tallest couple. 
Sun stands 7 feet 9 inches, his wife 
Xu is 6 feet 2 inches, for a combined 
height of 13 feet 11 inches.

• At 7-feet, 9-inches tall, Sun easily 
towers over everyone else in the room. 
Xu stands just shy of 6-feet, 2-inches 
tall.

• In 1984, Nigel Wilks of Great Britain 
was 6 feet 6 inches tall when he mar-
ried Beverly Russell, who suffered 
from a skeletal disorder and was only 
3 feet 11 inches tall.

THE END.
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Cool, clean, lifesaving water. 

Are you worried about water availability in 
your area? 

Bring your businesses and employees to 
Raton, NM 

2nd busiest intersection in the State, 

 I-25 and new I-27! 

AAdd  ppaaiidd  ffoorr  bbyy  RRaattoonn  HHoommeess  LLLLCC  

((330033))331199--99001100  RRaattoonnHHoommeess11@@ggmmaaiill..ccoomm  
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* Idaho is the only U.S. state to ex-
plicitly declare that cannibalism is 
illegal. 
 
* In 2001, the FBI warned Russell 
Crowe that al-Qaeda were planning 
to kidnap him as part of a "cultural 
destabilization plot." For nearly two 
years, the agency guarded the actor 
in public, but refused to provide him 
with any details about the threat. 
 
* In Germany, folks who urinate in 
the streets are called "wildpinklers," 
meaning "free pee-ers." 
 
* Gorillas sing happy songs while 
they eat -- louder when enjoying a 
favorite food. 
 
* Talk about election fraud! In 2013, 
police in the Maldives arrested a co-
conut for loitering near a polling sta-
tion during the presidential election. 
The fruit's offense? Locals feared 
it might have been imbued with a 
magic spell to influence the elec-
tion, as there was a Surah (chapter 
from the Quran) written on it. The 
coconut was released upon being 
found to be fake. 
 
* In 2014, over 2.8 million American 
dogs were on an antidepressant 
drug similar to Prozac. 
 
* Alarmed neighbors of a couple in 
Sydney, Australia, called the police 
after hearing a woman screaming, 
furniture crashing and a man shout
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CALL 800-657-7149 TO GET  
ROLLING WITH NEW INTERNET 

HAPPY FATHER’S DAY TO ALL  
THE KID-AT-HEART DADS.
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STRANGE BUT TRUE (cont):

ing: "I'm going to kill you, you're 
dead! Die! Die!" When the law ar-
rived on the scene they found, how-
ever, not a typical case of domestic 
violence, but a frenzied attempt to 
kill a spider. 
 
* Now here's a good reason to call 
your plumber: A leaky faucet drip-
ping once every second can waste 
up to 3,000 gallons of water in a 
year -- enough for 180 showers! 
 
* The U.S. government gave Indi-
ana University $1 million to study ... 
memes.

1. U.S. STATES: Which state is the small-
est in land area?

2. MEDICAL: What is a common name 
for the medical condition called hyper-
lipidemia?

3. PSYCHOLOGY: What is the abnormal 
fear represented by peccatophobia?

4. FOOD & DRINK: What fish is the basis 
of Worcestershire sauce?

5. GEOGRAPHY: Nuuk is the capital of 
which island constituent country?

6. U.S. PRESIDENTS: Which state has 
produced the most presidents?

7. ART: In which major city would you 
find the Uffizi Gallery?

8. MOVIES: What is the main setting of 
the "Mama Mia!" movies?

9. MYTHOLOGY: What is the name of 
the Greek god of wine?

10. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Where 
is the rock formation called Giant's 
Causeway located?

Trivia Answers:

1. Rhode Island
2. High cholesterol
3. Fear of committing sins or imaginary 
crimes
4. Fermented anchovies
5. Greenland
6. Virginia, with eight presidents
7. Florence, Italy
8. Skopelos, Greece
9. Dionysus
10. Northern Ireland

* On May 30, 1593, playwright Christo-
pher Marlowe, 29, is killed in a brawl. 
He was nearly denied his master's 
degree in 1587, until advisers to Queen 
Elizabeth intervened, referring to his 
services for the state. Historians later 
documented Marlowe's activities as a 
spy for the queen.

* On May 31, 1929, Ford Motor Company 
signs an agreement to produce cars in 
the Soviet Union. In return, the USSR 
agreed to buy 72,000 unassembled 
Ford cars and trucks and all spare parts 
required over the following nine years.

* On June 2, 1865, Confederate Gen. 
Edmund Kirby Smith, commander of 
Confederate forces west of the Missis-
sippi, signs surrender terms offered by 
Union negotiators. The event is regard-
ed as marking the end of the Civil War.
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Where to Pick Up Tidbits
LAS ANIMAS COUNTY, CO:
- Aguilar Mercantile
- Blazes Mexi Grill
- BLDRS Supply & Home Center
- Bob and Earl's
- Days Inn / Sunset Bar & Grille
- Drop City Coffee Shop
- Exit 11 Truck Stop
- Fishers Peak Outfitters
- Habanero's Mexican Grill
- Hops & Vines Liquors
- La Quinta Hotel
- Marketplace Food Court
- Moose's Social Club & Martini Bar
- Mutiny Info Cafe
- Perkatory Coffee Shop
- Rally Point Rentals
- Ringo's (Aguilar)
- Safeway
- Sita's Kitchen
- Tees Me Treat Me
- Tequila's Mexican Restaurant
- Tony's Dinner
- Trinidad Gift Shop
- Trinidad Smokehouse BBQ
- Trinidad Trends
- Trinidad Visitor Center

HUERFANO COUNTY, CO:
- Safeway
- First Choice Market

COLFAX COUNTY, NM:
- Super Save
- Gate City Craft Bar
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Trinidad Souvenirs,
T-Shirts, Photo Gifts,

Custom Graphics,
Logos and more!

238 N. Commercial Street
Trinidad, Co

Moriah Jones - Owner and Graphic Designer
www.trinidadgiftshop.com
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