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TIDBITS® CHECKS OUT 
LIBRARIES
by Janet Spencer

The word library comes from the Latin 
“liber” meaning the inner bark of trees. 

LIBRARIES THROUGH HISTORY:

• The oldest known library was the 
Royal Library of Ashurbanipal, named 
after the last great king of the Assyr-
ian Empire, and located near what is 
now Mosul, Iraq. Established around 
650 B.C., it included more than 30,000 
clay tablets with cuneiform writing. 
The library was uncovered during an 
archaeological excavation of the royal 
palace in 1849. It contained records 
of transactions, historical accounts of 
wars, and religious documents, which 
were stamped as belonging to the 
king. It also included the “Epic of Gil-
gamesh,” the oldest piece of literature 
ever discovered. It was originally writ-
ten around 2100 B.C., though other clay 
copies were created as recently at 700 
B.C.

• The library at Saint Catherine’s Mon-
astery at the foot of Mount Sinai in 
Egypt is the oldest continuously oper-
ating library in the world. It houses the 
world’s second largest collection of 
ancient manuscripts, with only Vatican 
City having a larger collection. It was 
established in the year 565 A.D. Its col-
lection includes the oldest known com-
plete Bible dating to around 345 A.D. 

• The Great Library of Alexandria in 
Egypt was one of the largest and most 
significant libraries of the ancient 
world. Beginning around 300 B.C., 
various rulers were aggressive about 
collecting all books they could, which 
were written on papyrus scrolls at the 
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LIBRARIES (cont):

time. They even searched all incoming 
ships for any written material, which 
was confiscated, copied, and then 
returned – with the original remaining 
in the library. At its height, the Great 
Library of Alexandria had as many as 
400,000 scrolls. 

• Many people erroneously believe that 
the library was destroyed by a single 
catastrophic fire. There were several 
accidental small fires through the cen-
turies, including the time when Caesar 
set the wharves on fire in 48 B.C. to 
prevent the fleet belonging to Cleopa-
tra’s brother from docking. The fire 
spread and some of the library was 
lost. But the true demise of the library 
was due to lack of funding, ending the 
library around 250 A.D.

• One of the oldest public libraries in 
the U.S. opened in 1790 in Franklin, 
Massachusetts, where residents cir-
culated books donated by Benjamin 
Franklin following his death. Franklin 
had earlier started his own lending li-
brary in Philadelphia in 1731, requiring 
an annual subscription fee of 40 shil-
lings.

• The Town Library in Peterborough, 
New Hampshire, which opened in 1833, 
was the first free public library funded 
by a municipality with the purpose of 
making materials available to the com-
munity.

• British philanthropist George Moore 
funded the first-ever bookmobile in 
Great Britain in 1857. The horse-drawn 
wagon served books from bookshelves 
mounted on the outside and traveled 
between eight villages in northern Eng-
land in order to “diffuse good literature 
among the rural population” as per 
Moore’s bequest. 

• Andrew Carnegie became one of the 
wealthiest humans in history by de-
veloping the steel industry into a mas-
sive monopoly that exploited workers. 
Yet, before he died in 1919, he gave 
away about 90% of his fortune, equal 
to about $5.5 billion in today’s dollars. 
He founded charities, contributed to 
universities, and built over 2,500 librar-
ies throughout the English-speaking 
world: the U.S., Britain, Australia, and 
New Zealand. In the U.S., Carnegie built 
1,679 libraries that were totally free for 
the public to use.

• Many early libraries were built with 
apartments attached so the library’s 
custodians would have living quarters 
in order to be able to keep shoveling 
coal into furnaces at all hours of the 
day and night.

EXTRAORDINARILY OVERDUE

• A collection of verses called “Days 
and Deeds” was checked out of Ke-
wanee, Illinois Public Library in April 
of 1955 by Emily Canellos-Simms. It 
was due on April 19, 1955. Some 47 
years later, Emily found the book in her 
mother’s house and gave it back, with 
an overdue fine of over $345 having ac-
crued at the rate of 2 cents per day. 

• In 2016, the granddaughter of a man 
who had checked out “The Microscope 
and Its Revelations” from Hereford Ca-
thedral School in Britain returned the 
title 120 years late.

• In 2011, the Camden School of Arts 
lending library in Australia had a first 
edition of Charles Darwin’s “Insec-
tivorous Plants” returned to them. The 
book had been checked out in 1889 and 
had lain among the book collection of 
a retired veterinarian before the library 
stamp was noticed and the book re-
turned, some 122 years overdue.

• At Marsh’s Library in Dublin, Ireland, 
visitors reading rare books were locked 
in cages until they were done, to pre-
vent theft.

• The McAllen Public Library in Texas 
is housed in a converted Walmart. It 
opened in December 2011, and is the 
largest single-floor library in the United 
States, occupying 125,000 square feet 
(11,600 m2), or two and a half times the 
area of a standard football playing field. 
It includes an art gallery, 16 public 
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1. What golfer, known as "The Silver 
Scot," won three major championships 
during the late 1920s and early 1930s?

2. Name the Norwegian runner who won 
the New York City Marathon women's 
division nine times from 1978-88.

3. Hank Bauer of the New York Yankees 
holds the longest hitting streak in the 
World Series (1956-58) with how many 
games?

4. What NASCAR driver's 105 career 
wins in the sport's top division ranks 
second all-time to Richard Petty's 200?

5. In 2021, what famous winter Olympian 
from Great Britain competed on the U.K. 
version of TV series "The Masked Danc-
er" costumed as a rubber chicken?

6. What professional soccer league op-
erated from 1968-84 and included teams 
such as the New York Cosmos, the Los 
Angeles Aztecs, the Toronto Blizzard 
and the Washington Diplomats?

7. Cibona, Zadar, Split and Cedevita are 
professional basketball clubs compet-
ing in what country?

LIBRARIES (cont):

meeting spaces, 14 public study 

rooms, three computer labs, a used 
book store, a café, and a 180-seat audi-
torium.

• Vermont is home to a library that 
straddles the U.S. border to Canada. 
The Haskell Free Library and Opera 
House sits directly on the border. You 
can walk in from Stanstead, Quebec, 
and walk out into Derby Line, Vermont. 
You don’t need a passport to cross the 
(literal) line running through the build-
ing, but you do have to return to your 
country of origin or risk fines.

• The Osmothèque is a library of odors 
in Versailles, France. Founded in 1990, 
it serves as a repository for perfumes, 
containing over 3,200 scents. The in-
tention of the collection is to safeguard 
formulas, archive the history of individ-
ual scents, and track samples donated 
by the manufacturers.

• Manhattan is home to the Conjur-
ing Arts Research Center established 
in 2003. It serves as a free public re-
pository of books on magic, hypnosis, 
ventriloquism, juggling, and sleight 
of hand. It currently holds over 12,000 
books including more than 500 rare 
books published before 1700.

• Some German cities have “art librar-
ies” where members pay a small fee to 
borrow paintings and sculptures from 
local artists to put into their homes for 
several months.

• Some libraries allow you to check out 
seeds with the intention that gardeners 
will replace the seeds when their crop 
is harvested. 

• The Oakland Library in California 
maintains a “tool lending library” of 
3,500 tools.

THE END.
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* Renaissance genius Leonardo da 
Vinci designed plans for a "mechanized 
knight," a robot-like creation that relied 
on a pulley system. When the plans were 
discovered nearly five centuries later 
and built according to his specifications, 
the design worked perfectly.

* In 2012, a Manchester, U.K., couple 
jokingly invited Queen Elizabeth to their 
wedding. Her Royal Highness not only 
showed up, but brought Prince Philip. 

* Speedy Gonzales was banned by the 
Cartoon Network for being an offensive 
stereotype, only to be returned after 
mass protest by the Hispanic-American 
community.

* The lowest sounding instrument in an 
orchestra is the contrabassoon. Only a 
few soloists in the world play it.

* After winning an Oscar, Daniel Day-
Lewis retired to become a cobbler in 
Italy. Fortunately for the theatrical world, 
he returned to acting after Martin Scors-
ese convinced him to star in "Gangs of 
New York."

* The first Troll doll was created by a 
Danish fisherman who could not afford a 
Christmas gift for his daughter. While it 
wouldn't have won any beauty contests, 
when other children saw it they wanted 
one as well.
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STRANGE BUT TRUE (cont):

* In 1877, a monkey named Jimmy was 
charged with assault after biting the fin-
ger of one Mary Shea. When a judge said 
he couldn't legally commit a monkey, 
Jimmy respectfully removed his velvet 
hat, climbed on the judge's desk, and at-
tempted to shake his hand.

* There's a phone app that tells you the 
best time to use the restroom during 
a movie in a theater so you don't miss 
anything important. www.RunPee.com

1. GEOGRAPHY: Which U.S. states share a 
border with Mexico?

2. MOVIES: Which movie was the first sports 
film to win the Best Picture award?

3. U.S. PRESIDENTS: How many former first 
ladies are still living?

4. TELEVISION: What is the name of Bart's 
teacher on "The Simpsons"?

5. LANGUAGE: What does the Japanese 
phrase "domo arigato" mean in English?

6. CHEMISTRY: What is the lightest element?

7. GENERAL KNOWLEDGE: Who is Marie 
Laveau of New Orleans?

8. AD SLOGANS: Which product was ad-
vertised with the slogan, "Great taste, less 
filling"?

9. U.S. CITIES: In which city would you find 
Thomas Jefferson's Monticello?

10. LITERATURE: Who wrote the autobiogra-
phy "Dreams From My Father"?

ANSWERS:

1. Four: California, Arizona, New Mexico and Texas.
2. "Rocky" (1976).
3. Five: Rosalynn Carter, Hillary Clinton, Laura Bush, Mi-
chelle Obama and Melania Trump.
4. Edna Krabappel.
5. Thank you.
6. Hydrogen.
7. Famous voodoo queen.
8. Miller Lite beer.
9. Charlottesville, Virginia.
10. Barack Obama.

* On April 3, 1973, Motorola employee Martin 
Cooper made the first public mobile telephone 
call, on a Manhattan sidewalk, to Joel Engel of 
Bell Labs. Cooper later told the BBC that his 
first words were, "Joel, I'm calling you from a 
'real' cellular telephone. A portable handheld 
telephone."

* On April 4, 2013, American film critic Roger 
Ebert died of cancer just two days after an-
nouncing he would write fewer reviews due 
to the disease's recurrence. His thumbs up/
thumbs down rating system with fellow critic 
Gene Siskel turned the pair into household 
names and became a popular part of American 
culture.

* On April 5, 1955, Winston Churchill, who was 
instrumental in initiating the alliance between 
the U.K., the U.S. and the Soviet Union against 
Nazi Germany, resigned as prime minister of the 
U.K. His political career spanned half a century. 

* On April 6, 1896, the first modern Olympic 
Games opened in Athens more than 1,500 years 
after the last Games, which originated in Olym-
pia in southwestern Greece. Two hundred and 
forty-one athletes from 14 countries took part.
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Where to Pick Up Tidbits
LAS ANIMAS COUNTY, CO:

- Blazes Mexi Grill
- BLDRS Supply & Home Center
- Bob and Earl's
- Days Inn / Sunset Bar & Grille
- Exit 11 Truck Stop
- Fishers Peak Outfitters
- Habanero's Mexican Grill
- La Quinta Hotel
- Marketplace Food Court
- Moose's Social Club & Martini Bar
- Mutiny Info Cafe
- Perkatory Coffee Shop
- Rally Point Rentals
- Safeway
- Sexy Pizza
- Sita's Kitchen
- Tees Me Treat Me
- Tequila's Mexican Restaurant
- Tire Shop Wine & Spirits
- Trinidad Gift Shop
- Trinidad Smokehouse BBQ
- Trinidad Tea Company
- Trinidad Trends
- Trinidad Visitor Center

HUERFANO COUNTY, CO:
- First Choice Market
- Safeway
- Walsenburg Mercantile

COLFAX COUNTY, NM:
- Colfax Ale Cellar
- Gate City Craft Bar
- Raton Senior Center
- Super Save

Entertainment content in the Tidbits Paper is provided by both Tidbits 
Media, Inc. and other entertainment sources considered to be reliable, but 
the accuracy of all information published cannot be guaranteed.

Tidbits of Southern Colorado does not accept political advertising or news 
matter of any nature submitted for publication. Publisher reserves the right 
to refuse advertising from any business, individual or group for any reason 
deemed inappropriate or not in the Publisher’s best interest.

Published entertainment matter and advertising content does not necessar-
ily reflect the views of the Publisher or of AdVenture Media, Inc.

Tidbits of Southern Colorado is not an adjudicated publication and there-
fore cannot accept official legal notices for publication. All copy, photos 
and graphic illustrations submitted for advertising publication are subject 
to publisher’s prior approval. We do not offer mail subscription service. 
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